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Portable Station at a Park
and coffee with K1DFS and W1CKV



Introduction



He was operating at US-2497, Judge C.R. Magney State Park
in Minnesota. Patrick said he was doing something he called
POTA, and I asked, “What’s that?’ I had never heard of POTA,
and Patrick gave me a brief description and suggested I check
it out on their website. The rest, as they say, is history.

Patrick and I have subsequently talked with each other several
times, mostly on the air but also a couple times by phone.
During one such conversation we learned that we shared a
common project during our careers. I worked on a pager watch
at Timex and actually was awarded a patent on the antenna.
Patrick worked on the same project for Motorola, Timex’s
business partner responsible for marketing and distribution.

This is what differentiates POTA from regular HF operation:
you will likely talk with other POTA hams multiple times.
Some contacts will be so consistent you actually expect to hear
them every time you operate at or to a park!

Generally, I have found the folks doing POTA have better than
average on-the-air manners. Sure, there will be an occasional
operator who forgets to move off your calling frequency when
tuning up, but these are, fortunately, in the minority.

Because over half of the contacts I make at a typical POTA
activation are hams I’ve spoken with previously, I make a point
to log their names and locations. That way I can reply to their
calls in a more personal manner than is typical on regular HF
operations. Unless you have an exceptional memory, electronic
logging makes this possible even without internet access to
QRZ.com, and I will discuss this later in the book.

There are a wide range of ways to operate POTA from just
sitting in your car with a regular mobile setup to elaborate
portable stations with more efficient antenna systems. 1’11
explore several of these options, and you can pick and choose
which ones suit your personal operating style. Let’s get started!



What’s POTA?



Getting Started



All participants, whether activating or hunting, register at the
official POTA website: parksontheair.com

Why register? Even if you plan to stay home and hunt parks
from your shack, you won’t get any “credit” for QSOs without
first becoming a member of the POTA community, and you

do that by registering as a user. While you can sign in using
your “social account” from Amazon, Google, or Facebook, |
encourage you to register using your email address and also
choosing a password unique to the POTA system. It seems to
make the most sense from a security and simplicity standpoint.

Once registered, you can then log onto the database-driven
system at POTA.app to check your account for QSOs and
awards! You don’t have to submit any logs as that is taken care
of exclusively by the activators. It really is that easy. Just enjoy
making contacts, meeting new friends, and getting awards if
that’s your thing, but no worries if it isn’t.

As a hunter, there are a few ways you can contribute to the
POTA community. One is by spotting. If you happen to be
scanning the band and run across someone calling CQ POTA,
check to see if they’re already spotted. Occasionally, an
operator will be in a park with limited or no internet access
with which to spot themself. You will be a big help to this
activator if you spot them. You should note their call sign and
park number. Ask them if you need this info, and offer to “spot
them up” and I’m sure your generosity will be appreciated.

You don’t have to be logged into the POTA system to spot

an activator, but if you are, your call sign as spotter will be
automatically filled in. When you type in the frequency, do so
in KHz like 7188 (not MHz like 7.188) or it won’t be accepted.

You might also have to add a comment, which can be your
signal report like “5x9 in Chicago” or something else like
“Running QRP - give him a call.”



You can also help by “re-spotting” and there’s a button for
that if the station is already spotted. A comment is completely
optional on re-spots but signal reports are common.

The POTA system chooses a Gravatar symbol for each
registered operator. On the spotting page, you’ll see these
besides each activator’s call sign. You’ll also see a symbol
next the operator who last updated the spot. The first time, this
is usually the activator who self-spotted, but later it is often a
hunter who updated the spot, sometimes with a signal report.

If you choose View Profile, you’ll see the symbol randomly
assigned to your call sign. You can easily change this by
registering at Gravatar.com and uploading a symbol of
your choosing. This can be a small photo of you, a radio,
microphone, your cat, or whatever suits your fancy.

Just remember that everyone in the POTA community will see
your symbol if/when you update someone’s spot! Note that
because of the way the POTA system crops symbols (forcing it
into a circle), it might take some experimentation to edit your
symbol so it looks the way you want.

Most operators don’t bother creating a Gravatar symbol, but it
can be a way to add some character to your spots!

One thing to remember... Operators out in the parks quickly
figure out who the “nice guys” are who are polite to both them
and the other hunters. They also have no trouble figuring out
who the lids are, and can easily skip over them during pileups.
Just as with life in general, treat others as you would like to
be treated and you’ll have a lot more fun and gain much more
respect in the community.

Before going much further, now would be a good time to
review some of the POTA rules. There really aren’t that many,
and it makes sense to get them sorted. While most of the rules
pertain to activators, hunters must follow the Code of Conduct:



1. Threatening or abusing members of the Administration Team
or any other POTA participants in any manner is prohibited.

2. Posts to POTA sites and forums (i.e. Facebook and Slack)
are monitored and can not contain anything discourteous,
offensive, argumentative, or any advertisement. They should
also not be about another program such as SOTA or IOTA, etc.

3. Hacking or phishing the POTA website is prohibited.

4. Behavior that discredits the integrity of the POTA program
is prohibited.

5. You must operate inside the ARRL’s published Operating
Ethics and DX Code of Conduct. See the ARRL website for
details on these. The official document is called “Ethics and
Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur.”

When/if you decide to activate, there is another list of rules
that must be followed. While it may not be obvious, to get
credit the park has to be recognized and in the POTA system.
Recognized parks are easy to find on the Maps page.

These are some of the POTA rules for activating. As they are
subject to change, check the POTA website for updates.

1. The activator and all the equipment the operator uses must
be within the perimeters of the park. If it is a linear park like a
river or trail, you must be within 100 feet of the river or trail.

Furthermore, it must be on public property. This requirement
is especially important in parks like Adirondack which covers
20% of the State of New York. There is lots of private and
commercial land inside Adirondack Park, and you can not
activate on private property. This rule can often be met by
operating from a road or parking lot that’s on public property.



The park must also be open. Here in my state, parks often
“hibernate” in an off-season mode. They are technically open
for hiking and dog-walking but access roads are closed during
the winter so they don’t have to be plowed. As long as you can
legally be in the park, it is OK to activate there. If the park is
legally closed, you will have to find another place to activate.

In some states (like CT) parks close at sunset unless you are
registered to camp overnight or there for an authorized special
evening event like a star gazing class. Since other operators in
the state might also know park rules, it behoves you to follow
them. Besides, if you get caught operating in a closed park it
could have a detrimental effect on other operators later on.

2. There are some places where parks overlap. This is called

a “two-fer” and counts as 2 activations. As an example, it
happens where a recognized trail or river runs through a
recognized park. I have even worked a five-fer where a bunch
of recognized trails crisscross. You will need to submit separate
logs for each park to get credit for simultaneous activations.

3. You currently need a minimum of 10 QSOs in your log for it
to count as an activation. As a courtesy, you should still submit
a log even if you have fewer than 10 QSOs so your hunters
will get credit for them even if you won’t as an activator.

4. One log can cover multiple days, multiple operators, club
call signs, etc, but you need a separate log for each park.

5. You can not use terrestrial repeaters, but satellite and EME
contacts are allowed. I do not believe vocal relays are legit for
complete QSOs, but I have heard stations relay a park number
or signal report when someone is having trouble hearing it.

There are specific rules for getting new parks into the POTA
system. Since this is the sole responsibility of that state’s
Mapping Representative, I won’t go into much detail.



Suffice it to say that if you know of a state or national park
that isn’t in the system, the Mapping Rep is the person to
contact and make your request known. I have found them

to be responsive to questions and willing to investigate new
park requests within the confines of current POTA rules. I was
successful at helping get a new park in my area added to the
system: US-7544, Windsor Locks Canal State Park in CT.

There are instances where a recognized park is expanded. As
an example, the Farmington River in Connecticut is part of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and is recognized as
POTA park US-0882. In March of 2019, new sections of the
river were given the distinction of being added to the Wild
and Scenic System. That automatically made these sections
legitimate for POTA activations as long as you are on public
property and follow other POTA rules.

After the activity has completed, the activator uploads their log
in the specified format. Hunters do not submit logs. Hunting

is passive, meaning hunters get credit for contacting parks
entirely from the activators’ logs. This makes it especially easy
to get started with POTA as a hunter!

I will delay the discussion of the rules pertaining to logging
until the section on this subject. Generally, you don’t have to
log anything unless required by the FCC, but you have a moral
obligation to submit logs in a timely manner for your hunters’
benefit. To activate a park and call CQ POTA without later
submitting a log would be a good way to be excommunicated!

Also, remember, the folks behind the scenes in the POTA
organization are volunteers. Most have paying jobs to go to,
families to care for, and vacations to enjoy like the rest of us.
If you want to help the process along, volunteer some of your
time. I’'m guessing they’ll find something you can do to help.



Activation Options



Buddy Systems



Buddy POTA with KB1ZKK
two-station setup at US-1729



Claims and Disclaimers



Rigs for POTA



Icom IC-7300 HF/50MHz Transceiver

Yaesu FT-891 HF/50MHz Transceiver
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Yaesu FT-991A HF/VHF/UHF Transceiver



Icom IC-7100
2-part HF/VHF/UHF transceiver

Icom IC-706MKIIG
compact HF/VHF/UHF transceiver



Icom IC-7200
rugged HF/50MHz transceiver with optional handles



Kenwood TS-480SAT
2-part HF/50MHz transceiver
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Yaesu FT-450D HF/50MHz Transceiver
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Ilcom IC-705
QRP HF/VHF/UHF transceiver



So, why not recommend them? Simple: not enough history.
When I buy a rig I expect it to last a while. My Icom IC-229A
VHF mobile transceiver is still in regular use after 30 years!
Ditto for the dual-band Icom IC-3220H in my shack.

I also have a pair of Standard C-510 dual-band HTs that are
over 20 years old and still work, mainly because they’re
powered by standard AA batteries and not a proprietary pack
that would have died long ago.

I just don’t have the same degree of confidence in Xiegu and
similar rigs. [ do have a couple of TYT portables, and they
were amazing values and seem to be very solidly built. One is
a dual-band analog HT I got for under $30 and the other is a
dual-band DMR HT caught on-sale for $85. I won’t cry a lot
if either goes belly-up after a few years. That said, I would be
quite upset if a $450 HF rig died in the same time frame.

If you’re OK with buying what I’d call a “disposable rig” then
go ahead and give one a try. As long as it’s not your only radio,
you won’t be sidelined if it fails.

When the COVID-19 pandemic went off the rails, I determined
that getting outside and doing POTA was very important to

my mental health. The thought of sending my precious Yaesu
FT-891 off to the service center for a couple months was
terrifying! That’s when I bought an FT-991A for my shack,
mainly to have a good backup for POTA. Now I have a Yaesu
FT-710 that backs up both my shack and POTA rigs. Staying
with one brand of radio also meant that most settings were
familiar.

At least Icom, Kenwood, and Yaesu have stateside service
depots in case something goes wrong.

Before purchasing a rig I encourage you to read some reviews.
These come in two flavors: amateur and professional.



For reviews by amateurs sharing personal experiences, visit
NA4M’s website eham.net or just use your favorite search
engine to find “FT-891 eham review” for example.

For a thorough technical and operational analysis, check out
reviews published by the ARRL in OST. Examples:

* Elecraft KX2:
QST Review, Mark Wilson, OST, May 2017, p 45-50

* Elecraft KX3:
QST Review, Joel Hallas, OST, December 2012, p 39-44

* [com IC-705 SD:
QST Review, Steve Ford, OST, February 2021, p 40-48

* [com IC-706MKIIG:
QST Review, Rus Healy, OST, March 1996, p 61-66

* [com IC-7200:
QST Review, Steve Scant Andrea, OST, June 2009, p 51-55

* [com IC-7300:
QST Review, Steve Ford, OST, August 2016, p 41-46

* Yaesu FT-710:
QST Review, Mark Wilson, OST, August 2023, p 35-41

* Yaesu FT-817/818:
QST Review, Rick Lindquist, OST, April 2001, p 75-80

* Yaesu FT-891:
QST Review, Mark Wilson, OST, June 2017, p 51-56

* Yaesu FT-991A:
QST Review, Joel Hallas, OST, May 2018, p 50-57



Power for POTA

U1 Lawn & Garden Battery
7.8” long x 5.2” wide x 7.5” high



U1 Battery in Camera Bag
with rig power cable in front pouch

Battery Clips to Powerpoles® Adapter

for running a rig directly from the car’s battery



ECI Power 20 Ah LiFePO4 Battery

weighs about 6 pounds



Lunch Bag Power Pack
with room for the rig’s power cord



TalentCell 12Ah LiFePO4 Battery

weighs about 3 pounds



Battery Box

with power switch and 12-volt outlets

Battery Box Panel
power switch and outlets



I’m not a big fan of generators for POTA. They’re noisy,
though somewhat quieter than they used to be. They’re smelly
unless there’s a good breeze in the opposite direction. They
require fuel, one more thing to pack that’s potentially very
dangerous. Lastly, they wear and require maintenance.

That said, I am including some comments and suggestions
for the sake of completeness because some of my readers will
be hell-bent on using their generator instead of a battery or to
charge a battery when they’re not operating.

First off, be careful when selecting a generator for powering
your rig and other sensitive electronics. Some are much better
than others when it comes to filtering and power cleansing.

It won’t matter how much power you have if it causes such a
high noise floor on HF that you can’t hear anyone.

Gasoline with MTBE additive has a notoriously poor shelf life.
I have a generator for power failures and store it with the tank
and carburetor drained and dry. If you aren’t going to POTA
off-season, then I suggest you do the same. This works much
better than fuel additives, and I use the same storage system for
my lawn mower and snowblower. They always start first-pull.

Another solution is to use fuel without MTBE like aviation gas
if you have access to it. Home improvement stores carry clean
fuel for gas-powered tools, but it can be expensive.

When buying a generator for home backup, more power than
you need is often a good thing for starting compressors. For
portable operation, it makes more sense to lean the other way.
This will make the unit lighter, quieter, and use less fuel.

A small inverter type is probably the best way to go for POTA.
You might look for one with both 120 VAC and 12 VDC
outlets. That way you can top up a battery without carrying a
separate charger. It can also help start your car in a pinch.



Honda EU1000i

900 watt portable inverter generator



Antennas for POTA



40/20m Linked Dipole Kit with Coax

includes throw line with weight and lines for ends with pegs



Wire Antenna Lengths

USA cw cw cw DIPOLE INV-V
BAND | BOTTOM TOP MID LEG-FT | LEG-FT
160 1800 2000 1900 123.2 117.0
80 3525 3600 3563 65.7 62.4
60 5332 5405 5369 43.6 41.4
40 7025 7125 7075 33.1 314
30 10100 10150 10125 23.1 22.0
20 14025 14150 14088 16.6 15.8
17 18068 18110 18089 12.9 12.3
15 21025 21200 21113 1.1 10.5
12 24890 24930 24910 9.4 8.9
10 28000 28300 28150 8.3 7.9
USA SSB SSB SSB DIPOLE INV-V
BAND | BOTTOM TOP MID LEG-FT | LEG-FT
160 1800 2000 1900 123.2 117.0
80 3800 4000 3900 60.0 57.0
40 7175 7300 7238 32.3 30.7
20 14225 14350 14288 16.4 15.6
17 18110 18168 18139 12.9 12.3
15 21275 21450 21363 11.0 10.4
12 24930 24990 24960 9.4 8.9
10 28300 29700 29000 8.1 7.7

General Class Frequencies in KHz
Bold = Primary POTA Bands
Inverted V Angle = 45 Degrees

Leg Lengths in Feet
Overall Length = Leg x 2

Always Cut Long - Trim to Resonance




GB' SOTABEAMS

Hopper Antennas

.ready for your adventure

SB LOTABEA s

AMATEUR RADIO FORTHE GREAT O

SOTAbeams Band Hopper Linked Dipole
available for 80m, 40m, 30m, and 20m bands



20m Speaker Wire Dipole Antenna
simple, inexpensive, & effective



Arborist Throw Line and Launcher
with throw weight



2-Piece Spinning Rod

medium-duty, 8-feet long




MyAntennas End Fed Half Wave Antenna

resonant on 40/20/15/10m without tuner



Tri-Band Linked Vertical



Linked Vertical Antenna Drawing

17m/20m/40m

32'-4" Overall Height
Linked Vertical Antenna
D. Dickey - WV1IW

30 APRIL 2022

link £

link £

Feedpoint
just off ground

? ring terminal at top

tie throw line here

16'-3"
top section adds 40m

3-9"
middle section adds 20m

12°-3"
base section for 17m

4 Radials ~ 16" each
lay on ground




Tent Pole Antenna Parts
with 40m coil and guy system for windy days



40m Loading Coil

with easily removable jumper for 20m

Tunable Tip
can be adjusted in/out for the lowest SWR



Vertical Antenna Drawing

155 DIA ALUMINUM ROD AT TOP

/ APPROX 36 INCHES LONG

3-FOOT ALUMINUMTENT POST
SWEGED TO TUBING INSIDE DIA
TYP X4 PIECES

STAINLESS STEEL HOSE CLAMP
SECURES PYC TO ALUMINUM TUBING

38 TURNS #14 INSULATED COPPERWIRE
ON MIDDLE 4.5 INCHES OF PYCTUBING
APPROX 9.5 uH INDUCTANCE

SHORT COIL WITH JUMPER FOR 20M

50 Q) COAX FEEDLINE AND
COUNTERPOISES ATTACH HERE

N\ N\

9 INCHES

3/4"SCH 40

PVC TUBING 40/20-METER BASE LOADED ANTENNA
1.05"0D OVERALL HEIGHT ~ 15 FEET

D. DICKEY, WV1W
24 OCTOBER 2019
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Hamstick on Tripod and Clamp Mounts
with push-on counterpoise wire connections



which present a high “Q factor.” I prefer resonant antennas
because I can usually leave the tuner in the car. Nevertheless,
the tuner can come in handy for widening the usable
bandwidth of a high-Q antenna like a hamstick.

A counterpoise is an important part of most vertical antenna
systems, J-poles excepted. Radials used as the counterpoise
system are discussed later in this book.

Elevated antennas usually require more radials and, more
importantly, they should be tuned to the frequencies you plan
to operate on, usually a quarter wavelength. This is why I don’t
use a magnet mount on the roof of my car. It may work on

the upper bands, but a 40m hamstick can be problematic so |
prefer a low mount with a few radials laying on the ground.

I recommend you make hamsticks easier to adjust in the field.
The tiny hex socket set screws securing the stinger are really

hard to find if dropped and they require a special tool. Start by
replacing them, ideally with knurled head thumb screws, or at
least with screws which have Phillips or regular slotted heads.

Next, adjust the tightness of the screws so the stinger can be
just barely adjusted by hand. Screws should be tight enough to
prevent slipping but loose enough so you can move the stinger
up and down as required for tuning without tools.

My second trick is to keep one stinger long for CW and digital
band segments. My CW stinger is 48” long overall. Trim the

other for the SSB band segments, usually requiring removal of
about 6 inches off the end. My SSB stinger is 42” long overall.

My third trick is to make single-band hamsticks work on two
bands! I got a 20m hamstick to work nicely on 17m by using
my 19” 2m quarter-wave antenna (with 3/8-24 threads) on top
instead of the regular 4-foot stinger. Similarly, I gota 15m
hamstick to resonate on 17m by using a piece of coat hanger
wire to lengthen the stinger.
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Wolf River Silver Bullet 1000 coil with military whip
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Deluxe Super Antenna Kit

Deluxe Buddistick Kit




Yaesu ATAS-25
Portable Antenna Kit
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Yaesu ATAS-25 Deployed



I prefer resonant antennas because I can usually leave the tuner
in the car. Nevertheless, sometimes the antenna which worked
perfectly in my yard refuses to present a low SWR in the field.
That’s why I don’t leave the tuner home. Every once in a
while, for reasons out of my control, even a normally resonant
antenna wants help from a tuner. It’s best to be prepared.

There are some POTA operators who use non-resonant
antennas and simply rely on a tuner all the time. Chameleon’s
Hybrid-Mini and MPAS kit are examples of very good non-
resonant antennas. This approach can indeed remove lots of
frustration from the process. It’s much easier to push a button
and tune the antenna automatically than fuss with adjustable
coils, telescopic whips, and linked dipole elements.

Non-resonant antennas are almost universally less efficient
than resonant ones, but sometimes this is a small price to
pay for the best use of your time and energy. This is one of
the decisions you’ll make, and the choice you make for one
activation might change for another!

While I prefer to use my linked vertical wire because I think
it works the best, I bring the tent pole vertical to give me an
option when there’s no way to hang a wire antenna. Similarly,
I also carry a long wire (~ 62°) and tuner for situations where
the supporting tree is not near where I want to operate. This is
essentially an end-fed antenna, and it works quite well on all
HF bands with SWR adjustments as required via the tuner.

A good basic vertical antenna kit for POTA might include:
» Wolf River Silver Bullet Mini coil
» Chameleon CHA MIL 2.0 whip (AT-271 equivalent)
* Super Antenna UM2 or jaw clamp mount (next section)
» Wolf River or SuperAntenna tripod (next section)
* Pedestal or spike mount (next section)
* Radials: 3 x 18 feet long with alligator clip (2 sets)



The last category of vertical antennas I want to cover includes
remote-tunable models. These typically employ a coil of
some sort with a motor-driven wiper or contact. They are
often referred to as “screwdriver” antennas. Once tuned to
resonance, they can be fairly efficient, though this depends
mostly on the ground or counterpoise system.

One such system is the Tarheel family of products. Their HP or
high-power models can handle full legal power. Their smaller
Baby Tarheel and Little Tarheel are more appropriate for
POTA and can handle 200 watts on SSB and 50 watts on CW
and digital modes. Using a standard 3/8-24 threaded mount,
installation is similar to many other mobile antennas, except
you must also run control wiring to operate the screwdriver.

Another remote-tuned antenna worth considering is Yaesu’s
ATAS-120A. What makes this system unique is how it is
automatically tuned by circuitry in several Yaesu transceivers
including the highly recommended FT-891. This antenna
covers HF (40m and higher), VHF, and even UHF bands. At
just over 5 feet tall (extended) it won’t be the most efficient
antenna on 40 meters, but it does work well enough to make
contacts with the simplicity of pushing a button on your radio.

Of course, every antenna has pluses and minuses. The big plus
of remote-tunable antennas is their ease of use. You don’t have
to climb up on the top of your RV to adjust a coil or change a

resonator. However, there are basically two serious downsides.

The first negative is cost. Without doubt, these are the most
expensive mobile antennas you’ll find. Yaesu’s ATAS-120A is
close to $400, and Tarheels start at close to $500. These prices
don’t include the extra-sturdy mount they also require.

The second negative is durability and reliability. There is
simply more that can go wrong inside these antennas, and they
are more likely to fail, especially during foul or cold weather.
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Vertical on Tripod with Counterpoise Wires




For Even More Antennas

Be sure to check out...

POTA
ANTENNA

BOOK

A Complete Guide
to Portable Antennas

by
Don Dickey
WV1iw

For All Levels - Tech to Extra

with lots more antenna stuff:



Mounts

Ready for Maritime Mobile POTA

mirror mount on sailboat stern rail



Spike Mount
with SO-239 connection and right angle adapter



Pedestal Mount
with SO-239 connection and right angle adapter

Pedestal Mount in Ground



Super Antenna UM2

universal mount for 3/8-24 antennas

Workman QRCS3 with Firestik K-4A

jaw clamp with 3/8-24 mounting stud



" Guard Rail Cable



SuperAntenna Tripod
shown with 20m hamstick attached



Radials



Radials Clipped Onto Mount



Radial Adapter

Radial Kit

adapter, triple tap, and extension cords



Radial Kit Deployed
with hamstick antenna and tripod mount



Portable Masts

SOTAbeam Travel Mast

Jackite Windsock Pole



| ———e——

TN@7 Engineering Portable Antenna Mast

Nom. Pipe Average
Size (in) e 1D,
1 Q315 [ —+9

1-1/4 1650~ 1.360)
1112 (900 | 590
2 2315~ 204D

34 1.050 0.804

Schedule 40 Plastic Pipe Dimensions




Sand Spike Portable Mast Holder

shown with tent stakes and stainless steel anchor lines

Snap Links at Top of Spike 3 Guy Lines

secured with hose clamp attached to tent stakes



Drive-on Car Stand Trailer Hitch Mount
from SOTABeam from Max-Gain Systems

Speaker Tripod Stand

from Sweetwater



Cables & Connectors

25-Foot RG-58 Coax Assembly

with knurled barrel connector to join sections



BNC to PL-259 Adapter BNC Barrel Connector

Y = 0N

RCA Feedpoint with Tabs for Counterpoise Wires



Useful Accessories

Denion.

Dentron Jr. Monitor

ANTENHA TRARSMITTER INDUCTAMCE

456 ady -
s btz Aol . "8
t'ﬂ:‘\}\".. ?‘..l 1@ "{ "'..- K qlac

——
— - e a— w4 2
MODEL MFJ-502H ° " .' 4‘.
]

MFdJ Travel Tuner

with Balun | B0 - 10 Meters | 150 Walis

MFJ Travel Tuner



Icom AH-4 Remote Antenna Tuner
controlled by circuitry in specific Icom radios



Yaesu FC-50 Antenna Tuner
made specifically for the FT-891

Parks on the Alr
A - ey

. Seaien
Wwviw

Yaesu FT-891 with FC-50

tuner fits conveniently under radio



s L |

SHick 230 @ & W

RigExpert Stick-230

with sample plot of 40m antenna on a smartphone



Logging for POTA



oy 4 ey e B [ping Srowsry [#VTH]
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QS0 Entry Log Viewar QS0 Statistics Wviw
Callsign : [ ] KBIWAV ORZ.com Lockup
NewBand St @) United States
Worked
RST-Sent : 59 Frequency : 7.198
RST-Received : 59 Mode : S5B
. Cemincw | 253mi, 408km 0
p FN106W | Bearing: 258° [REV: 75 Power: | 100
Mame : KERRI Send (5L Card *
QTH [ City : VA_US
Comments : Us-7787
Flexi-Input :
F5 : Save QS0 F& : Clear Q50

18:16:54 UTC Friday 24 January 2025 WVIW Q50 Count : 20231

uLog QSO Entry Screen




2. In every contact with another park be sure to type their park
number in the Comments field. You can edit each park-to-park
contact to add their park number in Comments if you didn’t do
it during the QSO. This is only necessary to get credit for park-
to-park contacts.

3. Set the Log Viewer window so you can see all the POTA
contacts from your recent activation. You might need to change
Filter Log from the default of Last 25 QSOs to Last 50 or ALL
if you had more than 25 contacts during the activation.

4. Highlight the POTA contacts from your recent activation by
clicking on the last one then hold down the shift key and click
on the first one.

5. Right-click on the highlighted contacts and choose Import/
Export from the pop-up and then Export Selected QSOs to
ADIF. It will save the ADI file in the same folder as your
log, usually in the uLog folder at the root of your hard drive:
C:ulLog

6. Use ADIF Master to OPEN the ADIF file for editing. You
can remove all unused columns by right-clicking in the column
and choose Delete Column. Click the column heading to
change the name for MY GRIDSQUARE to MY _SIG_INFO
and COMMENT to SIG_INFO.

When you get done editing, the only columns you need to
submit are:

QSO _DATE, TIME_ON, BAND, MODE, CALL, MY _
SIG_INFO, plus SIG_INFO if you have any park-to-park
QSOs. Put your call sign in a column labeled OPERATOR
(recommended).

7. Save the ADIF file (with your call, park designator, and
activation date in the filename).

8. Upload to the POTA system (covered in the next section).



File Edit Search View Tools Settings Help

ER4IH S m OO % O

Line |QS5C_DATE |TIME_OM |CALL BAM MODE |OPERATOR |MY_SIG_INFO |SIG_IMFO
1 20250113 2005 KOBEEY 10m S5B Wi IW LIS-3336

2 20250118 2004 KFOHZM 10m 556 WY IW LI5-9336

3 20250118 2004 KI5IXL 10m S55B Wi iw LIS-3395

4 20250113 2003 W1sDs 10m S5B Wi 1w LIS-3396

5 20250115 2001 W2KF 10m 558 Wi 1w LIS-95336

a 20250118 1954 NSWGQ 10m S5B W IW LIS-3336

7 20250118 1953 Aday 10m S5B W IW LIS-3336

8 20250118 1943 KAWL 10m S5B WY IV LIS-9336 LI5-4568
9 20250113 1938 AKTLY 12m S55B Wi 1w LIS-3335 LIS-7494
10 20250113 1935 MaRHM 12m 558 Wi 1w LIS-9336

11 20250118 1935 WEBBWMNH | 12m 558 Wi 1w LIS-95336

12 20250113 1934 KOEHE 12m S5B Wi IW LIS-3336

13 20250113 1933 WEPMQ 12m S5B W IW LIS-3336

14 20250118 1930 AJTER 12m S5B W IW LIS-9336

15 20250118 1929 KO4Z0G | 12m 558 Wi iw LIS-3335

ADIF Master Screen
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VLS Logger

KDZHTG DAVID US-0926 in GA
27.01.2021 17:24
14,328 S5B RTSm/te /

KMN4IUV CHRIS US-2734 in NC
27.01.2021 16:57
14335 588 RTSngwc

KC9HEQ PAT IL
25,01 2021 22:29
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KQ&RT GARY CA
25.001.2021 22:27
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02.03.2021 B US-4566 Vv

starl fime

18:41 ®

KBIWAY ©X0)
HST secetver RET per
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MD

gridsquare
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7.272 .

VLS Logger Log and QSO Entry Screens




WV1W_US-1724_20240520.ADI
WV1W US-1724 20MAY2024.ADI
WV1W US-1724 20240520.ADI



Open your log in ADIF Master. Click on the top of the CALL
column and choose “Sort This Column.” This should make

it easy to spot duplicate QSOs. I do this before I delete the
NAME and QTH columns for submission. This way, dupes are
even easier to find.

So, what constitutes a dupe? Contact with the same operator at
the same QTH on the same band using the same mode on the
same UTC date is considered a dupe for POTA logs.

* [f two contacts are on different bands they are not dupes. If
two contacts are on different frequencies but on the same band
they are dupes if nothing else changed.

* [f one contact is CW and the other is SSB they are not dupes.
If one contact is SSB and the other is AM they’re both “phone”
and are dupes if nothing else changed.

* [f one contact is SSB and the other is FT8 they are not dupes.
If one contact is FT8 and the other is FT4 they’re both digital
and are dupes if nothing else changed.

* [f the contacts are P2P (park-to-park) and the operator
changes parks, they are not dupes. Note the different park
numbers in the SIG_INFO column to prevent a rejection.

* [f you contact an operator at home and later in a park (P2P)
they are not dupes as long as you enter SIG_INFO correctly.

* [f one contact is before 0000 UTC and the second is after
they are not dupes because they are on different UTC days.

If you find a dupe, it is easy to remove right in ADIF Master.
Right-click on the duplicate entry and choose Delete Row from
the pop-up menu. Re-save the ADI file before submitting.

Update: The current POTA system will automatically purge
dupes if you haven’t removed them.



Eile

Edit  Search

View Tools

Settings

Help

=R S
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PE*% O

Line |QSO_DATE |TIME_OMN |CALL MODE OPERATOR |MY_SIG_IMFO |MY_STATE |SIG_INFO
1 20250113 | 2107 KBODOD |55B 20m WY 1W Us-4582 T
2 20250113 | 2106 KSEER. 55B 20m WY Us-4582 CcT
3 20250113 | 2106 N4DH 558 20m WY IW U5-4552 CT
4 20250113 | 2103 KB4KFT 558 20m W IW Us-4582 CT Us-2171
5 20250113 | 2101 KFBCNK  |S5B 20m WY 1W Us-4582 CT Us-9414
[} 20250113 | 2058 WESQMA | 55B 20m WY Us-4582 CT Us-9934
7 20250113 | 2055 VA3DPZ 558 20m WY IW U5-4552 CT CA-6018
8 20250113 1917 ABOMO FT8 17m W IW Us-4582 CT
9 20250113 1914 WB4SIA (FT8 17m WY 1W Us-4582 T
10 20250113 1911 KC4AP FT8 17m WY Us-4582 CcT

ADIF Master With MY_STATE Column




Log Uploads



Before You POTA

Lunch Bag with Radio, Tuner, and Mic
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Complete Station Packed in a Briefcase
rig, tuner, battery, mic, and antenna



Your First POTA




Add Spot

Activator Callsign Spotter Callsign
WVIW WVIW
Frequency (kHz) Park Reference
7123 K-1654
Comments

Don @ Camp Columbial

*indicates required field

CANCEL SPOT

Getting Spotted



Take Time to Enjoy the View

a body of water can help boost your signal



Ham Radio on the Rocks



Some of the challenges you will hopefully experience will be
your own huge pileups! POTA has become very popular, and
pileups are common, especially on weekends. For this reason,
it may be a good idea to start off activating on weekdays. You
can then “graduate” to weekends once you get the hang of it.

There are several ways of dealing with a pileup. One would be
to just let the stronger stations sort themselves out naturally. I
do not advocate using this method unless the pileup is small.

A better way would be to separate hunters by calling in groups.
If I get a pileup I first ask for any park-to-park contacts. After
clearing the P2Ps, I ask for QRP (low power) and mobile
stations. Lastly, I separate hunters by call district. You can start
with 0 and work up or down; it doesn’t matter too much. On
the east coast some western districts will go really fast.

Another system experienced POTA operators use is to take
lists. Announce that you are making a list and ask for stations
to space themselves out when you call QRZ. Write down 3 to 6
call signs and then start calling them back, one at a time.

You can use any order you like, but make sure you call
everyone on the list. After this cycle is done and you’ve logged
all the stations in the first group, take another list. If it’s really
crazy you can do this by call districts. People listening will
soon figure out what’s going on and hopefully be patient and
get on one of your lists. It does bring some order to the chaos.

I admit to having a special place in my heart for Canadians.
My family’s heritage is Canadian (Nova Scotia) but, more
importantly, I remember how gracious our northern neighbors
were on 9/11 in 2001 when flights to the U.S. were diverted
primarily to Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. Residents there
brought toiletries to the airport for the stranded passengers.
Some even took people home for a shower and a hot meal.



Frequencies for POTA



BAND BOTTOM TOP
80 3.803 3.999
40 7.178 7.299
20 14.226 14.347
17 18.111 18.165
15 21.276 21.447
12 24.931 24.987
10 28.301 29.697
10T 28.301 28.497

Suggested SSB POTA Frequencies

BAND BOTTOM TOP
80 3.5255 3.5995
40 7.0255 7.1245
30 10.1005 10.1495
20 14.0255 14.1495
17 18.0685 18.110
15 21.0255 21.1995
12 24.8905 24.930
10 28.0005 28.300

Suggested CW POTA Frequencies




The suggested POTA frequencies shown in these tables avoid
band edges and are within US General allocations. Frequencies
shown for 10T are within US Technician SSB allocation to
maximize opportunities for contacting those operators. Even

if you hold an Extra license, it makes good sense to activate
where you can enjoy the most QSOs with all license classes.

Out of courtesy, avoid SSTV calling frequencies on 7.170 and
14.230 MHz. SSTV is basically QRM to POTA anyway.

Finally, you should avoid popular nets. In particular, avoid
14.300, the Maritime Service Net. This is where boaters might
call for help, and where land stations listen on HF for marine
emergencies in addition to VHF marine channel 16.

If you are alerted by another operator that a net is about to start
up, take the high road and QSY. It’s much easier for you to re-
spot somewhere else than for the net control to move the whole
net to a non-standard frequency that late-comers may not find.

A tip from Rick, K3IW (formerly K3WPI) is that QRP ARCI
has designated operating frequencies. Rick suggests, “That
would make a combo of official QRP and POTA CW operating
possibly more satisfying for both organizations.” For info visit:
www.qrparci.org/qrp-update/qrp-frequency

Lastly, contest weekends can be very challenging when trying
to find an open spot for POTA. I often avoid activating during
particularly busy contests focused on the modes I prefer. So, it
makes a lot of sense to use CW during an SSB contest and vice
versa, or try FT8 for a change.

One suggestion that might work is to operate on a band not
included in the contest. Check the contest rules. Many don’t
include the WARC bands, so it might be a good time to try
POTA on 17 meters or use CW on 30 meters.



Etiquette, Safety & Wellness



Parks on the Air
Amateur Radio Station

WV1W

Sample POTA Sign




It goes without saying that you should do the normal things
like getting enough sleep, good nutrition, and exercise. There
are a few other things directly related to POTA I’'m going to
cover here.

The first is hydration. I probably drink as much coffee as
anyone. I love the stuff. The problem is simple: coffee is a
diuretic. That means you loose more water than you gain from
it. We call it “anti-water” in my family! So, for every cup of
coffee you drink, try to consume an equal amount of water.

Next up are ticks. I live in Connecticut. Lyme Disease was
discovered here, and we’ve been dealing with it longer than
any other state. It’s a nasty bug that causes nasty diseases.
POTA will possibly expose you to more ticks than at home,

so be extra careful, especially if you go into the woods. Check
yourself when you get home. They’re easier to spot on light
colored clothing. They take a few hours to attach to the skin, so
I shower shortly after I’'m back from a park. Wear a hat.

A local ham got bitten by a tick that came home on his
clothing. They can actually live for weeks in your hamper.
Now, the first thing he does when he gets inside from mowing
the lawn (or doing POTA) is throw the clothes into the washer.
Next, the heat in the dryer should kill any living bugs.

If you operate in parks where tics are prevalent, consider
treating your POTA clothes with Permethrin. This is sprayed
on fabric and allowed to dry. Follow package instructions.

When I do POTA, I try to stay in the shade. While I’'m usually
more comfortable there, it’s also the only way I can see the
screen on my netbook for logging. Sometimes, I get more sun
than I should, especially if I’'m in a park at the beach. Skin
cancer is a clear and present danger as we age. So, put a small
bottle of sunblock in your POTA kit, and remember to use it if
you’re in the sun. Another good reason to wear a hat!



If you POTA a lot, you might even consider getting one of
those pop-up canopies which will also be useful if it rains.

Don’t do anything stupid, like POTA during a thunderstorm.
Once I was setting up, and a woman asked if my antenna was
some sort of lightning rod. I answered, “Only during a storm!”
If a storm is passing through, you can grab your rig and other
expensive gear and wait it out in the car. The antenna should be
fine, and it won’t take long to set your station back up.

There’s absolutely no need to go out to POTA when conditions
are bad, like when roads are icy or snow-covered. This is a
good time to stay home and hunt!

Be extra careful to stay away from power lines. If you’re
throwing a rope up to raise an antenna, it sometimes doesn’t
go exactly where you thought it would. We’ve all had this
happen. If a bad throw or the wind carries it over a power line,
any moisture in the rope may allow enough current to flow to
electrocute you. The upper wires on most poles is 13,000 volts!

This book was written during the COVID-19 pandemic. I have
heard enough misinformation being shared on the radio to
make me sick. My suggestion: get medical advice from your
doctor, not friends and family, not your pastor or rabbi, not
your chiropractor, and definitely not your ham buddies.

As an EMT, I look for reliable information from trained
professionals. You should do the same. If you can’t trust your
doctor, you need to find a new one. If you won’t follow your
doctor’s advice, you need to have your head examined, and
that requires another doctor! Nuff said.

Lastly, if you’re already out in a park, go for a walk or hike.
Get some exercise and enjoy the views. My wife (NIGDW)
and I have even learned how to forage for mushrooms!



Hunting



Internet Tools for POTA



PSK Reporter Map



Going Further



CW POTA

Honda Element Tailgate Desk for CW POTA



Another less obvious advantage is that CW seems to attract
sophisticated operators who are more focused on the hobby
and less likely to offer critical commentary on divisive political
issues, for instance. During a pandemic, I have noticed plenty
of misinformation being shared on the radio. It appears from

a cursory listen that this is significantly less prevalent on CW
where QSOs are more to-the-point and often restricted to
signal and WX reports.

From an operator’s perspective, you can call CQ POTA or
simply CQ. It may actually be a disadvantage to call CQ POTA
because this can imply to non-POTA folks just tuning through
the band that you’re looking for POTA operators exclusively.
They may not realize that you’re happy to take calls from
anyone. The only time to call CQ POTA is when there are lots
of hunters trying to find you after seeing your spot.

There’s no need to broadcast your park number unless, of
course, someone asks for it. Many of those contacting you will
be members of POTA’s CW community who have seen your
spot (and your park designator) and have come looking for
you.

Another tip is to take advantage of the Reverse Beacon
Network. Begin by scheduling your activation on POTA
website. Scheduling may not be as important for SSB (phone)
activations, but it is really important for CW POTA!

When you’re heard calling CQ by the RBN, the POTA system
will pick up your presence and post a spot! As long as you stay
on the air, it will even update your spot periodically. This will
automatically terminate when you post QRT on the spotting
page. How cool is that!

TIP: Watch how you zero-beat. It is commonly believed that
you should tune exactly onto the caller’s frequency usually
referred to as “zero-beating.”



Digital POTA



For an example, my shack is in our family room which is

also where we watch TV. If my wife is also there enjoying an
episode of CSI, I really can’t fire up my station and chat on the
radio without bothering her. I can, however, run FT8 with the
speaker muted and make a few contacts since the mode can be
completely silent... unless you count mouse clicks!

The more obvious time for FT8 and other digital modes is
when HF bands are simply too noisy for SSB to work or for
CW to be enjoyable. This sometimes happens during storms
and solar events. This is where digital modes really shine,
because that’s what they were designed for in the first place. It
always amazes me when I can’t hear a single POTA station and
I fire up FT8 to see QSOs start marching down the computer
screen almost like magic.

Just as you began your POTA journey as a hunter, I encourage
you to do the same when exploring digital POTA. Assuming
you have already gotten your rig and computer “talking” with
a digital application like WSJTX, open up the POTA spotting
page and look for parks activated digitally on FT8 or FT4. If
you see any that look promising, like an activation you would
expect to be able to contact on SSB, start up your application,
switch to the corresponding band, and look for the activator’s
call sign. Give it a few minutes, and don’t assume the station
will be calling CQ POTA as some don’t.

What I sometimes do is let the application run a few minutes.
Then, I copy all the QSOs (on the left in WSJTX) to the
clipboard and paste them into Notepad or other text editor.
Then, use the Find command to search for the activator’s call
sign. If it is only on the RX side of the string you probably
won’t be able to hear it. But, if you see it as a sender in a QSO
or two, double-click it to give the station a call.

Digital activations require a bit more planning. First off, you’ll
need power, and maybe lots more than you used for SSB or



CW. I found that while my U1 garden tractor battery was fine
for the better part of a morning of POTA QSOs using SSB,
my Yaesu FT-991 choked in 2 hours, and my FT-891 killed it
(below 11.5 VDC) in 3.5 hours. The duty cycle can approach
50% TX/RX, and when the key is down the radio uses all the
power it is set for whether that’s 25 watts or whatever.

Next, your antenna needs to be up to snuff. Before you even
connect it you need to think about whether it can handle the
power your rig will send to it. For example, the original Wolf
River Silver Bullet 1000 coil is de-rated from 100 watts on
SSB to only 20 watts when used for digital modes. If you plan
to run digital, it might make sense to choose their upgraded
Silver Bullet Platinum model which is rated for 100 watts
digital. Sure, it costs more than twice as much as the original
model, but it can handle the duty cycle of digital modes (and
high-speed CW) significantly better.

Then, you also need to see if your antenna can even tune down
to the digital part of the band. If you cut your hamstick for
SSB, chances are it won’t go low enough for digital modes
which are at the bottom of the band. The solution is simple.
When you get a pair of hamsticks, like one for 20m and
another for 40m, cut one of the whips for SSB and leave the
other full-size for CW and digital band segments.

That is what I did, and while I had to cut several inches off to
resonate in the SSB band segments, almost magically, the full-
size whip was perfect for FT8 without being trimmed at all.

For SSB, your computer is normally just used for logging,
which is hardly time-critical. For FT8, timing is REALLY
important! At home, your computer probably synchronizes its
clock with the internet. In the field, without a data connection,
this won’t happen, and the clock can be off by enough to

be a problem. This happened to me, and there are a couple
solutions.



Digital Mode Cable for the Yaesu FT-891



Sabrent USB Sound Card

3.5mm jacks for audio in/out






QRP POTA



Elecraft KX2

QRP transceiver with optional built-in tuner



Par End Fedz QRP Antenna
K4SWL photo



shown with optional RG-316 coax



Aoy

Copper Fishing Wire
32# test ~ .030” dia ~ 22 AWG

DeWalt Chalk Line Reel



Late Shift Activations



To meet this challenge, I recommend arriving well before it
gets dark so you can set up with the benefit of natural light.
This is especially true if you will be deploying a wire antenna
using a tree for support. It isn’t quite as important if you will
be using a mobile antenna like a hamstick. I park my car so I
can use the headlights to see during teardown.

It helps if antenna ropes are bright colors or reflective so you
don’t get tripped by one in the dark. Fortunately, yellow and
orange paracord is easy to find at your local Walmart. If you
deploy radials it helps to see them if they are insulated with
white or yellow instead of black. (Try my FREE extension
cord radials!)

When I activate inside the car, I hang a tactical flashlight over
my logging laptop by capturing the lanyard (attached to the
endcap) with the sliding sunroof cover. If you plan to set up on
a picnic table, be sure to pack a lantern.

Bugs and critters can be another issue at night, so come
prepared to fend them off with repellent or by operating inside
your vehicle. A skunk would make a nasty POTA companion,
and I’ve had bears get pretty close in a several local parks.

The most significant challenge might be handling pileups!
With so many hunters available in the evening, pileups

are common and can test the on-air skills of even the best
operators. Practice activating during less crazy times to learn
how to handle the process of sorting things out.

I recommend having a system, like taking a short list of 5 or

6 call signs and then calling each hunter back one at a time in
order. Another system is to ask for hunters by call districts.

Be sure to occasionally call for Park-to-Park and QRP/mobile
stations as they will have the hardest time breaking through to
you. You should try to be courteous while attempting to control
chaos.



POTA Tricks



the repeater’s input! I’ll make a call on the repeater like, “Hey,
I’m going to see who can hear me on direct.” Then I’ll switch
to the upside-down channel and call “CQ POTA, anyone hear
me?” If someone comes back, I will hear them on the input.
Since this QSO did not go through the repeater, it’s a legitimate
POTA contact! Just don’t try this when the repeater is busy.

If you have an active UHF repeater or linked system in your
area, you might be able to use these tricks on the 440 MHz
band as well. It might actually be possible to successfully
POTA with a $25 dual-band Baofeng! You won’t know unless
you try. I wonder how POTA would work from the top of the
Washington Monument, US-0794?

Trick #4 involves using nets. We have a weekly VHF net

on Tuesday evenings at 7PM. That’s when there’s the most
local activity on VHF. It is very informal, not a super-serious
directed traffic net, so there’s no problem with some extra
chatter, particularly at the end when the net is closing down.
You can use this time to try the previous tricks with a lot more
success than during the day when the VHF band is quiet.

Trick #5 takes this further, using an HF net. We have a local
pseudo-net every morning at 9AM on 3.999 MHz. It covers
most of the northeast states including New England, NY and
NJ. Some call it a net, but it’s really a random roundtable
ragchew group. It is not a directed traffic net.

Sometimes I'll pack the 75 MHz coil for my portable vertical
and get to a local park in time to check into this morning “old
farts” net. Since POTA contacts don’t have to be registered,
anyone I chat with on the net counts as a POTA QSO. I
typically get a signal report from each person to make it legit.
Sometimes there are enough folks on this net to add up to the
10 required for an activation! There are a couple operators on
the net who also do POTA, and they’ll usually follow me up to
40m after the net, which adds even more to the log.



Trick #6 pertains to spotting. Like many activators, I usually
hunt parks before I spot myself. You can let hunters know
you’re in a park and will be available for contacts in a little
while by spotting yourself at something like 7000 KHz with
“Hunting before activating” in the comments field.

Trick #7 is to post “Last call” as a comment a few minutes
before you plan to go QRT or “Last call for 40m” before you
QSY to another band. Somehow, it often seems to pull hunters
out of the woodwork and snag a few more last-minute QSOs.

Trick #8 is to use another activator’s frequency when you are
sure they’re done with it. If you hear someone say they are
almost done, just wait it out and ask them if it’s OK to take
their spot. If you see someone post they’re QRT, and you
verify that they have gone off-the-air, then you should be free
to spot yourself on their old frequency.

Trick #9 is to do the same in reverse. If you have a park-to-
park QSO and you’re ready to call it quits, offer your spot to
the new activator and build some good will in the community.

Trick #10 is to use existing hardware in the park for mounting
your antenna. I pack a mobile mount attached to an angle
bracket and a strong C-clamp. I’ve used this, for example, to
attach the mount to a galvanized guard rail, giving me a solid
connection for a hamstick or WRC antenna system, plus a
decent counterpoise, with little time and effort expended.

Trick #11 is to make friends with the rangers at a park you visit
frequently. I was at a park so many times last year, the rangers
and I are on a first-name basis. This can come in handy if
you’re a little late packing up as the park is closing for the day.

Trick #12 is to fire up your 2-meter mobile rig as you leave the
park and see if you can use previously described Tricks 2 or 3
to get a couple more contacts as you drive to the park exit.



Figure-8 Wrap
prevents tangles - pays out nice



POTA & EmComm



Yaesu FB-25A Battery Tray
fits their popular FT-60R dual-band HT



Videos to Watch



POTA on Social Media



Useful Links

Visit
wvlw.us/links
for info on stuff in the book!

Reading a paperback or Kindle Paperwhite?
Visit the links page to access color photos!

Register your book for FREE updates!
wvlw.us/register



Meet the Author




Sample POTA Checklist



Phonetic Alphabet



You might also like...

The
. POTA
Operators

The perfect add-on to Successful POTA

How to Activate Anywhere—Anytime!
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